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Do you know a Cuckfield Hero?
    The Cuckfield Society is launching a new award to recognise 
the unsung heroes of our village who give up their time and 
energies to make this such a great place to live. 
   We are therefore asking you to nominate your  friends, 
colleagues or neighbours and show them the praise they 
justly deserve.
   Do you know someone who fundraises, who volunteers, who 
helps run a group?  Someone who goes out of their way to 
help their neighbours?  Someone who has championed a local 
cause or project?  Someone without whom many of the 
activities and events that we and our families enjoy would not 
take place?
   If the answer is yes then please send us your nominations by 
the end of the year and we will put forward the most deserv-
ing submissions to a vote by the village to find our Cuckfield 
Hero of 2010!
   We will be presenting the award at our AGM at the end of 
March so you will have the opportunity to congratulate the 
deserved winner and help celebrate all their hard work.
   To nominate, simply provide us with the person’s name & 
contact details together with a brief explanation of why you 
think they deserve the award.  Once all the nominations have 
been received, we will consider them at our January commit-
tee meeting and, having gained the person’s permission, will 
put forward a shortlist for the village to vote on.
   You can submit your nomination via the Cuckfield Society 
pages of cuckfield.org, or post them to: Jo Roche, Crouchlands, 
Whitemans Green, Cuckfield, RH17 5BZ
 

 
 
 

Dear Members,
   You will be delighted to hear that it will be membership 
renewal time again in January.
   As you are aware it was agreed at this year’s Annual General 
Meeting to standardise all our fees to £6 p.a. for an Individual 
and £9 p.a. for Family membership. 
   I will therefore be sending out a letter and new standing 
order forms to our members currently paying a different 
membership rate by standing order.  The difference will only 
be a few pounds and as you know the society offers great 
value for money with our many activities, also reflecting your 
opinions in our support for the village. Your continued 
membership is appreciated.
   Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further 
clarification.
.Dennis Burstow   Membership Secretary
 

Thoughts from the Chair
 

   
Many thanks to all the village that visited and supported the 4th 
Annual Village Show, fortunately this year the English summer was 
kind to us with a glorious summer’s day.  The results of the show are 
very impressive – all entries up on last year – a continuing trend year 
on year and well over 500 visitors through the marquee.  With the 
grant we received last year we have been able to purchase our own 
PA system and added a large marquee - all items available for other 
village events and organizations. We appreciate the generosity of Sue 
and Bryan Mayou for the use of their Park and the many businesses 
that contributed such a high quality of gifts for the raffle.  In a very 
short space of time this has become one of the Village’s primary 
events of the year which is very encouraging for all those who put in a 
tremendous amount of hard work to ensure the day runs 
smoothly.
   We have recently released our ‘new look’ web site which has already 
received a number of very positive comments.  Personally,  I believe 
this to be a very important development as it represents our village to 
many other communities. The site is now much easier to explore and 
contains more up-to-date information with a number of new ideas 
such as ‘Small ads’ and ‘recently updated’ tabs so you can quickly see 
what’s new.  Please visit www.cuckfield.org and feel free to comment 
back.
   We now have the capability to add and change the various pictures 
that are displayed throughout the site and whilst we do have a library 
of pictures to choose from we are launching a “Pictures of Cuckfield” 
competition for all those avid amateur photographers to enter. All 
entries have the chance of being displayed so do dust those cameras 
off and look out for images that you feel best reflect the essence and 
value of the village community.
   

has been Sheila Chasser who has been outstanding in both her energies and contribution to charities throughout her reign. My thanks to Sheila and best wishes to Ken Gregory who, for the 3rd time takes the leading role for this coming year.
   Finally, Christmas planning is here already with thoughts turning to the next village event – The Christmas Street Festival - we look forward to seeing everyone there on December 11th starting at 6pm.

WANTED
 
As you know we now have a collection of equipment available for the use of the village, however we are struggling to store it!  Do you have a dry and secure garage or outbuilding within the village that you would be prepared to lend or rent to the Society for a reasonable period?  If you think you can help please contact one of the committee members and we can give you more details of our requirements.  Many thanks
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As we complete this publication the village has just voted in the 
Independent State of Cuckfield’s Mayoral Elections – a constit-
ution that goes back nearly 40 years. This year’s presiding Mayor 
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Forthcoming Events
November
◆ Saturday 14th - Cuckfield Market at the Talbot Courtyard 10am -2pm
◆ Thursday 19th - Marshalls, a Cuckfield House.  An illustrated talk 
organised by Cuckfield Museum. The Council Chamber, Queen's Hall.  
Admission £4 Museum members £3.  8pm
◆ Saturday 21st - CEA Beaujolais Brunch In The Old School, 11.00-13.00
◆ Friday 27th - Cuckfield Society Winter Lecture.  Sarah Oldridge 
presents the History and Work of The Royal Botanical Gardens; Kew 
and Wakehurst Place. In the Council Chamber at the Queen's Hall. 
Admission £4, £3 for members includes a welcome drink.  7.30 for 8pm
◆ Saturday 28th - Mid Sussex Festive Food, Drink & Gift Fair; Warden 
Park School: 10am to 4pm
December
u Saturday 5th - Holy Trinity Primary School Christmas Fair
u�Sunday 6th - mobile waste collection at Broad Street Car Park; 
10am - midday
u Monday 7th - Cuckfield Museum Members' Coffee Morning in the 
Jacobean Room at The Old School; 10.30am
u Friday 11th - Independent State of Cuckfield - Old folks' Christmas 
Lunch at the Queens Hall
u Friday 11th - Christmas Street Festival. 6pm - 8pm
u Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th - Holy Trinity Christmas Tree Festival.  
Sat: 11.30am - 6pm; Sun  11.30am - 5pm
u Saturday 12th - Cuckfield market at the Talbot Courtyard: 10am - 2pm
u Saturday 19th – CEA Christmas Event in the Old School. Entertainment 
from the popular duo Joanne Appelby (soprano) and Andrew Rees 
(tenor);  concluding with traditional carols.  19:15 for 19:30 
February
u Saturday 6th - CEA Annual General Meeting.  In The Old School.  
7:30pm for 8pm
u Tuesday 9th - History and Collecting of Postcards.  Talk by Clive 
Turner, in the Queens Hall.  Time: 2.30pm
u Friday 26th - Cuckfield Society Winter Lecture.  Geoffrey Mead 
presents a History of Sussex Agriculture. In the Council Chamber at 
the Queens Hall.  Entrance £4, £3 for members, includes a welcome 
drink.  Time: 7.30 for 8pm 

BROOK STREET 'comes of age'

The Ansty & Staplefield Parish 
Council, have presented Brook 
Street with their very own 
Village/Hamlet sign. This was 
unveiled on September 12th 
and gave an excellent excuse 
for us residents to get together 
and share chat & 'bubbly'.   
It was good to have the Garman 
family represented. Pat was 
with us & has many memories 
as she lived in Brook Street & 
worked locally all her life. Her 
brother, Steve, could not be at the celebration as he had to 
work but we are all indebted to him for keeping the grass area 
from Stroods to the bus shelter & up to The Chapel Gallery cut 
& looking good.
 The sign was presented by Peter Bradbury, Chairman of the 
Council who also introduced the artist who made it, Peter 
Chippendale.  Peter's creations can be seen & bought most 
Saturday mornings in the forecourt in front of Après Chocolat.  
There were several members of the council present including 
our own representative, Brian Wright who is an excellent 
councilor and works tirelessly on our behalf.  Peter & Brian 
both said a few words and were responded to by Stephen 
Holroyd who founded The Brook Street Apple Society 

www.cuckfield.org
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Our sign not only looks good but has the added attraction of 
acting as a sign post to the garages down Sparks Lane:  Village 
Garage Services, Cuckfield Accident Repair & Brook Street Garage 
Ltd in the top yard, Barkers Garage in the lower yard - great 
neighbours for when 'the car won't start'!
 Thank you to Peter Bradbury and the Parish Council for getting 
this sign for us.

Tutti Frutti Chocolate Truffles
   It’s the time of year to make something extra special - serve 
these delicious sweetmeats with a good cup of coffee or pack 
them in a pretty box for a gift. 
110g (4oz) plain chocolate
110g (4oz) ‘ready to eat’ dried apricots
110g (4oz) walnut pieces
110g (4 oz) seedless raisins
Grated rind of 1 orange
1-2 teaspoons Grand Marnier liqueur
Makes 24
   Break the chocolate into a medium mixing bowl.  Set over a 
saucepan a quarter filled with hot water – off the heat.  Stir 
occasionally until melted. 
   Place scissor snipped apricots into the bowl of a food processor - 
fitted with the steel chopping blade.  Add the walnut pieces, 
seedless raisins, grated orange rind and the liqueur. Cover and 
process until the mixture is finely chopped.  Add the chopped 
mixture to the melted chocolate and mix. 
   Line a baking tray with a sheet of waxed paper or kitchen foil. 
Take teaspoons of the mixture, shape into walnut sized balls and 
set on the waxed paper. Chill until set firm. 

many moons ago. This Society is an informal residents association; 
occasionally there are serious topics to address but generally the 
major functions of the year are to make cider in the autumn and 
to organise the community Cider Party in June.  We also now have 
our own artist in Brook Street. Tessa Land-Smith who runs 
Picturesque @ The Chapel Gallery.
 

            Guy Powell, Chairman

Katie Stewart’s Recipe



    

        

Village life online……………..  have you tried it yet?Village life online……………..  have you tried it yet?

 

BEFORE

AFTER

    In recent days the Society has received notification from Mid 
Sussex District Council, that Bellway Homes have lodged an 
Appeal with the Secretary of State, against their decision to 
refuse planning permission for the Chatfield Road develop-
ment.
    There was never much doubt that the developers would 
follow this route, but the news is most unwelcome neverthe-
less.
    Essentially there are two methods the Planning Inspectorate 
use to consider Appeals, either a review of written evidence 
and depositions, or by a Hearing where not only will written 
evidence be considered but there may be an opportunity, at 
the Inspectors discretion for interested parties (in addition to 
the principal’s), to state their view.
    The Developer and MSDC have stated their preferred 
method for considering the Appeal, and the Planning Inspec-
torate has decided that the Appeal will be dealt with by a 
Hearing. The date and venue for the Appeal will be announced 
at a later date, but it is likely to be at Oaklands in Haywards 
Heath.
    Even if you have written to MSDC previously, you should 
write again to the Planning Inspectorate.  It is most important 
that the Inspector should be left in no doubt as to the strength 
of local opinion concerning this planning application which is 
fundamentally flawed.
   It is recommended that you use this layout when sending the 
Planning Inspectorate your comments.  Please ensure that 
your handwriting is very clear, a typed letter is preferred but by 
no means essential.  Please use black ink.
1)    Your name and address.
2)    The Planning Inspectorate appeal reference number (as 
given below)
3)    The address of the appeal site (as given below)
4)    ‘I am against the appeal proposals’ or ‘I support the appeal 
proposals’.
5)    Your comments.  If you are against, say whether it is for the 
same reasons as given by MSDC (yes it is) then go on to add 
any additional points you may wish to make.  Or, say why you 
support the appeal.
6)    Say if you would like a copy of the Inspectors decision.
7)    Say whether you would like the opportunity to speak at 
the hearing (please note that these opportunities are likely to be 
limited by the Inspector).
In order to allow the Inspector sufficient time to consider the 
views of all interested parties the Inspectorate have imposed a 
dead line of 23 November 2009.  Representations should be 
sent to the:
Planning Inspectorate
3-26 Eagle Wing Temple Quay House   2 The Square  Temple Quay  
Bristol BS1 6PN
   Please send 3 copies of your letter, quoting reference:
Appeal by Bellway Homes    APP/D3830/A/09/2112708/NWF
Land off Chatfield Road, Cuckfield, West Sussex RH17 5BB
   Sustainable development is the core principle underpinning 
planning. At the heart of sustainable development is the 
simple idea of ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, 
now and for future generations
   The purpose of planning is to ensure that decisions about 
development take into account the public interest.  It does not 
exist to protect the purely private interests of one person 
against the activities of another.  Neither is it intended to deal 
   

with matters covered by other legislation. e.g. boundary disputes - 
which are covered by property law.
   Planning issues can be wide-ranging, for example including the 
need to reduce travel by private car, promote the development of 
renewable energy resources, and take climate change impacts 
into account in the location and design of development. The 
Inspector can only consider things that are relevant to planning, 
for example, the fact that a proposed new building may directly 
overlook someone’s garden thereby harming the enjoyment of 
that personal space or it may need a new access in a location that 
would be dangerous to road safety.
   In your letter you can only raise planning issues about the 
proposal.
   There are many aspects of the Chatfield Road application that 
make little sense or else are irresponsible. This particularly relates 
to the location and layout of the non integrated social housing 
mix together with the most unwelcome traffic implications on 
London Lane; where so much previous effort has been invested on 
traffic calming and the safe routes to school programme. These 
will potentially affect us all.
   Given the time constraints imposed by the response deadline of 
23 November 2009, this copy has been previously emailed to all 
Society members, who have supplied us with email addresses. The 
Society is keen to promote the advantages of electronic commu-
nication with its members.  To include your details in our records 
please contact the Membership Secretary (see detail on back 
page).
                                                 Paul Mantripp   Chair of Heritage
 

 Hopefully many of you visited the fantastic market held in October 
organized by Cuckfield Local.  The Cuckfield Society is very supportive 
of this group and their efforts to create a more self-sufficient commu-
nity.  For those of you who have not  yet heard of the group, here is a 
little introduction from them:
   The group itself might be new, but Cuckfield Local is taking inspira-
tion from the past and planning for the future. By encouraging us all 
to ‘think global and act local’, it’s coming up with simple and interest-
ing ways to tackle the challenges of climate change and peak oil. 
   The group, made up of local residents, is calling for everyone to work 
together to make Cuckfield more environmentally sustainable for the 
future.  The group plans to create a regular market selling local 
produce, a list of local producers, more allotments & garden sharing, 
facilities for people to swap excess produce, planting community fruit 
trees and holding regular wild food foraging walks.
   “Buying local, seasonal produce and using local resources whenever 
we can all helps,” says Helen Eaton. “There are simple things we can all 
do to save fuel and energy.  We’d like as many people as possible to 
join in and come up with their own ideas – such as sharing skills and 
equipment, and sharing space to grow their own fruit and veg.” 
   If you’d like to know more or want to get involved, go to our pages 
on www.cuckfield.org or email deborah.webb@talktalk.com or 
helenvintner@hotmail.com
See the events list on the back page for details of two more markets 
this year.

  TRADERS’ NEWS 

JoJo Boutique     2 High Street.  Tel: 01444 413551   
web: www.jojoboutique.co.uk
   You will hopefully have seen that we have a new shop in the 
village (in the old Pisces premises).  JoJo has put together a 
collection of good quality, unique affordable fashion for all 
women including NoaNoa, Aftershock,  K Derby,  Uttam,  North-
lands,  Nomads and Sea Salt.  They are open Tuesday to Satur-
day from 9.30am to 5pm (with an hour for lunch) and are open 
late on Wednesdays.
Do pop in and have a look round, Jo would love to see you.
Reeves Pantry & Traditional Tea Rooms,
High Street, Cuckfield RH17 5JU, Tel 454690
   The Pantry has recently changed hands and re-opened as 
REEVES PANTRY.  It has been refurbished and updated, 
offering a traditional menu with modern additions, like fish 
finger sandwiches and plenty of unusual sandwich fillings.  
An extensive children's selection is available, such as a mini 
Ploughman's lunch, or marmite toastie soldiers.  There is a 
daily homemade soup, with a hot option, such as lasagne, 
sausage hot pot or macaroni cheese. We offer afternoon tea, 
with cucumber sandwiches and homemade cakes, and a 
delicious Sussex cream tea with homemade scones and 
jam.
  We believe the most enjoyable food is freshly prepared 
and locally sourced and we use seasonal ingredients when 
available.  We currently stock tea from Toppers Teas in 
Ashdown Forest, free range eggs from Turners Hill and 
apple juice from Fuggles Farm in East Sussex.  We intend to 
offer gluten free cakes soon and we will shortly have home 
and locally made chutneys, jams and cupcakes available to 
buy.
 You will always find a warm welcome at Reeves - relax with 
us, in a friendly environment.

Christmas Street Festival
   On Friday December 11th, the High Street will be closed 
again this year with local stalls selling Christmas produce 
and festive goodies. There will be hot food available for you 
to enjoy as you listen to carols, visit Santa in his grotto or 
watch Irish dancing. Some of the shops will also be open for 
your Christmas shopping.
 Wander through the High Street, on to the craft market in 
the Old School and finish at a preview evening of the Christ-
mas Tree Festival in the church.     Website

PHOTO COMPETITION
To tie in with the new look website, we are launching a competi-
tion to find some great shots of the village to use on the site.
 We will hopefully use many of the pictures you submit (and 
would therefore need to retain copyright on them once they have 
been submitted) across the website so not only will your picture 
be seen by many, but as a prize for the best photo, we will present 
you with a framed copy (or on a stretched canvas if desired) of 
your winning picture for you to proudly display in your home.
 To submit your photo, please go to the Cuckfield Society Pages of 
the website, or send your picture to Guy Powell at Chylowen, 
Tylers Green, Cuckfield, RH17 5EA.
Digital pictures in jpg format are preferred but we can scan good
quality originals.

 

Heritage 

 As Guy mentioned in his “thoughts”, the village website has 
had a significant revamp in both its appearance and 
content.  Thanks to our recent grant we were able to employ 
the services of a designer to create new page layouts within 
which our fantastic web master Rob Webb will be much 
better able to manage all the content and which you as a 
user will now be able to access and edit via certain specific 
pages.
 Apart from the cleaner appearance and improved navigat-
ability you will find the following improvements:
]  A new layout on the home page showing “Quick links”; 
“Recently Updated” and “Most Read” pages.
]  A Small Ads page.  Any user can log on and create their 
own wanted, for sale, freecycle, lost or found advert.  There is 
no charge for these and they will remain on the site for one 
month.
]  An improved Events page.  Again, users may log on and 
add or edit their own events.
] Photographs from village events past and present, views 
of the village then and now; videos of events.
 Please take the time to have a look at the new site, use the 
small ads page and check out the events.  The site is for you 
and will be as successful as you make it!

WEBSITE

Website
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 Wander through the High Street, on to the craft market in 
the Old School and finish at a preview evening of the Christ-
mas Tree Festival in the church.     Website

PHOTO COMPETITION
To tie in with the new look website, we are launching a competi-
tion to find some great shots of the village to use on the site.
 We will hopefully use many of the pictures you submit (and 
would therefore need to retain copyright on them once they have 
been submitted) across the website so not only will your picture 
be seen by many, but as a prize for the best photo, we will present 
you with a framed copy (or on a stretched canvas if desired) of 
your winning picture for you to proudly display in your home.
 To submit your photo, please go to the Cuckfield Society Pages of 
the website, or send your picture to Guy Powell at Chylowen, 
Tylers Green, Cuckfield, RH17 5EA.
Digital pictures in jpg format are preferred but we can scan good
quality originals.

 

Heritage 

 As Guy mentioned in his “thoughts”, the village website has 
had a significant revamp in both its appearance and 
content.  Thanks to our recent grant we were able to employ 
the services of a designer to create new page layouts within 
which our fantastic web master Rob Webb will be much 
better able to manage all the content and which you as a 
user will now be able to access and edit via certain specific 
pages.
 Apart from the cleaner appearance and improved navigat-
ability you will find the following improvements:
]  A new layout on the home page showing “Quick links”; 
“Recently Updated” and “Most Read” pages.
]  A Small Ads page.  Any user can log on and create their 
own wanted, for sale, freecycle, lost or found advert.  There is 
no charge for these and they will remain on the site for one 
month.
]  An improved Events page.  Again, users may log on and 
add or edit their own events.
] Photographs from village events past and present, views 
of the village then and now; videos of events.
 Please take the time to have a look at the new site, use the 
small ads page and check out the events.  The site is for you 
and will be as successful as you make it!

WEBSITE

Website
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Do you know a Cuckfield Hero?
    The Cuckfield Society is launching a new award to recognise 
the unsung heroes of our village who give up their time and 
energies to make this such a great place to live. 
   We are therefore asking you to nominate your  friends, 
colleagues or neighbours and show them the praise they 
justly deserve.
   Do you know someone who fundraises, who volunteers, who 
helps run a group?  Someone who goes out of their way to 
help their neighbours?  Someone who has championed a local 
cause or project?  Someone without whom many of the 
activities and events that we and our families enjoy would not 
take place?
   If the answer is yes then please send us your nominations by 
the end of the year and we will put forward the most deserv-
ing submissions to a vote by the village to find our Cuckfield 
Hero of 2010!
   We will be presenting the award at our AGM at the end of 
March so you will have the opportunity to congratulate the 
deserved winner and help celebrate all their hard work.
   To nominate, simply provide us with the person’s name & 
contact details together with a brief explanation of why you 
think they deserve the award.  Once all the nominations have 
been received, we will consider them at our January commit-
tee meeting and, having gained the person’s permission, will 
put forward a shortlist for the village to vote on.
   You can submit your nomination via the Cuckfield Society 
pages of cuckfield.org, or post them to: Jo Roche, Crouchlands, 
Whitemans Green, Cuckfield, RH17 5BZ
 

 
 
 

Dear Members,
   You will be delighted to hear that it will be membership 
renewal time again in January.
   As you are aware it was agreed at this year’s Annual General 
Meeting to standardise all our fees to £6 p.a. for an Individual 
and £9 p.a. for Family membership. 
   I will therefore be sending out a letter and new standing 
order forms to our members currently paying a different 
membership rate by standing order.  The difference will only 
be a few pounds and as you know the society offers great 
value for money with our many activities, also reflecting your 
opinions in our support for the village. Your continued 
membership is appreciated.
   Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further 
clarification.
.Dennis Burstow   Membership Secretary
 

Thoughts from the Chair
 

   
Many thanks to all the village that visited and supported the 4th 
Annual Village Show, fortunately this year the English summer was 
kind to us with a glorious summer’s day.  The results of the show are 
very impressive – all entries up on last year – a continuing trend year 
on year and well over 500 visitors through the marquee.  With the 
grant we received last year we have been able to purchase our own 
PA system and added a large marquee - all items available for other 
village events and organizations. We appreciate the generosity of Sue 
and Bryan Mayou for the use of their Park and the many businesses 
that contributed such a high quality of gifts for the raffle.  In a very 
short space of time this has become one of the Village’s primary 
events of the year which is very encouraging for all those who put in a 
tremendous amount of hard work to ensure the day runs 
smoothly.
   We have recently released our ‘new look’ web site which has already 
received a number of very positive comments.  Personally,  I believe 
this to be a very important development as it represents our village to 
many other communities. The site is now much easier to explore and 
contains more up-to-date information with a number of new ideas 
such as ‘Small ads’ and ‘recently updated’ tabs so you can quickly see 
what’s new.  Please visit www.cuckfield.org and feel free to comment 
back.
   We now have the capability to add and change the various pictures 
that are displayed throughout the site and whilst we do have a library 
of pictures to choose from we are launching a “Pictures of Cuckfield” 
competition for all those avid amateur photographers to enter. All 
entries have the chance of being displayed so do dust those cameras 
off and look out for images that you feel best reflect the essence and 
value of the village community.
   

has been Sheila Chasser who has been outstanding in both her energies and contribution to charities throughout her reign. My thanks to Sheila and best wishes to Ken Gregory who, for the 3rd time takes the leading role for this coming year.
   Finally, Christmas planning is here already with thoughts turning to the next village event – The Christmas Street Festival - we look forward to seeing everyone there on December 11th starting at 6pm.

WANTED
 
As you know we now have a collection of equipment available for the use of the village, however we are struggling to store it!  Do you have a dry and secure garage or outbuilding within the village that you would be prepared to lend or rent to the Society for a reasonable period?  If you think you can help please contact one of the committee members and we can give you more details of our requirements.  Many thanks

has been Sheila Chasser who has been outstanding in both her 
energies and contribution to charities throughout her reign. 
My thanks to Sheila and best wishes to Ken Gregory who, for 
the 3rd time takes the leading role for this coming year.
   Finally, Christmas planning is here already with thoughts 
turning to the next village event – The Christmas Street Festival 
- we look forward to seeing everyone there on December 
11th starting at 6pm.

As we complete this publication the village has just voted in the 
Independent State of Cuckfield’s Mayoral Elections – a constit-
ution that goes back nearly 40 years. This year’s presiding Mayor 
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WANTED
 As you know we now have a collection of equipment 
available for the use of the village, however we are 
struggling to store it!  Do you have a dry and secure 
garage or outbuilding within the village that you would 
be prepared to lend or rent to the Society for a reasonable 
period?  If you think you can help please contact one of 
the committee members and we can give you more 
details of our requirements.  Many thanks

Forthcoming Events
November
◆ Saturday 14th - Cuckfield Market at the Talbot Courtyard 10am -2pm
◆ Thursday 19th - Marshalls, a Cuckfield House.  An illustrated talk 
organised by Cuckfield Museum. The Council Chamber, Queen's Hall.  
Admission £4 Museum members £3.  8pm
◆ Saturday 21st - CEA Beaujolais Brunch In The Old School, 11.00-13.00
◆ Friday 27th - Cuckfield Society Winter Lecture.  Sarah Oldridge 
presents the History and Work of The Royal Botanical Gardens; Kew 
and Wakehurst Place. In the Council Chamber at the Queen's Hall. 
Admission £4, £3 for members includes a welcome drink.  7.30 for 8pm
◆ Saturday 28th - Mid Sussex Festive Food, Drink & Gift Fair; Warden 
Park School: 10am to 4pm
December
u Saturday 5th - Holy Trinity Primary School Christmas Fair
u�Sunday 6th - mobile waste collection at Broad Street Car Park; 
10am - midday
u Monday 7th - Cuckfield Museum Members' Coffee Morning in the 
Jacobean Room at The Old School; 10.30am
u Friday 11th - Independent State of Cuckfield - Old folks' Christmas 
Lunch at the Queens Hall
u Friday 11th - Christmas Street Festival. 6pm - 8pm
u Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th - Holy Trinity Christmas Tree Festival.  
Sat: 11.30am - 6pm; Sun  11.30am - 5pm
u Saturday 12th - Cuckfield market at the Talbot Courtyard: 10am - 2pm
u Saturday 19th – CEA Christmas Event in the Old School. Entertainment 
from the popular duo Joanne Appelby (soprano) and Andrew Rees 
(tenor);  concluding with traditional carols.  19:15 for 19:30 
February
u Saturday 6th - CEA Annual General Meeting.  In The Old School.  
7:30pm for 8pm
u Tuesday 9th - History and Collecting of Postcards.  Talk by Clive 
Turner, in the Queens Hall.  Time: 2.30pm
u Friday 26th - Cuckfield Society Winter Lecture.  Geoffrey Mead 
presents a History of Sussex Agriculture. In the Council Chamber at 
the Queens Hall.  Entrance £4, £3 for members, includes a welcome 
drink.  Time: 7.30 for 8pm 

BROOK STREET 'comes of age'

The Ansty & Staplefield Parish 
Council, have presented Brook 
Street with their very own 
Village/Hamlet sign. This was 
unveiled on September 12th 
and gave an excellent excuse 
for us residents to get together 
and share chat & 'bubbly'.   
It was good to have the Garman 
family represented. Pat was 
with us & has many memories 
as she lived in Brook Street & 
worked locally all her life. Her 
brother, Steve, could not be at the celebration as he had to 
work but we are all indebted to him for keeping the grass area 
from Stroods to the bus shelter & up to The Chapel Gallery cut 
& looking good.
 The sign was presented by Peter Bradbury, Chairman of the 
Council who also introduced the artist who made it, Peter 
Chippendale.  Peter's creations can be seen & bought most 
Saturday mornings in the forecourt in front of Après Chocolat.  
There were several members of the council present including 
our own representative, Brian Wright who is an excellent 
councilor and works tirelessly on our behalf.  Peter & Brian 
both said a few words and were responded to by Stephen 
Holroyd who founded The Brook Street Apple Society 

www.cuckfield.org
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Our sign not only looks good but has the added attraction of 
acting as a sign post to the garages down Sparks Lane:  Village 
Garage Services, Cuckfield Accident Repair & Brook Street Garage 
Ltd in the top yard, Barkers Garage in the lower yard - great 
neighbours for when 'the car won't start'!
 Thank you to Peter Bradbury and the Parish Council for getting 
this sign for us.

Tutti Frutti Chocolate Truffles
   It’s the time of year to make something extra special - serve 
these delicious sweetmeats with a good cup of coffee or pack 
them in a pretty box for a gift. 
110g (4oz) plain chocolate
110g (4oz) ‘ready to eat’ dried apricots
110g (4oz) walnut pieces
110g (4 oz) seedless raisins
Grated rind of 1 orange
1-2 teaspoons Grand Marnier liqueur
Makes 24
   Break the chocolate into a medium mixing bowl.  Set over a 
saucepan a quarter filled with hot water – off the heat.  Stir 
occasionally until melted. 
   Place scissor snipped apricots into the bowl of a food processor - 
fitted with the steel chopping blade.  Add the walnut pieces, 
seedless raisins, grated orange rind and the liqueur. Cover and 
process until the mixture is finely chopped.  Add the chopped 
mixture to the melted chocolate and mix. 
   Line a baking tray with a sheet of waxed paper or kitchen foil. 
Take teaspoons of the mixture, shape into walnut sized balls and 
set on the waxed paper. Chill until set firm. 

many moons ago. This Society is an informal residents association; 
occasionally there are serious topics to address but generally the 
major functions of the year are to make cider in the autumn and 
to organise the community Cider Party in June.  We also now have 
our own artist in Brook Street. Tessa Land-Smith who runs 
Picturesque @ The Chapel Gallery.
 

            Guy Powell, Chairman

Katie Stewart’s Recipe


